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THERIGHT,REVEREND 
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LORD BISHOP OF, 
GLOUCESTER 
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Mr LORD, 


HAVE no other motive. 
for oftering Your Lokp- 


snir the fo ollowing Letters, than 

| becauſe they co-0 
* feebly, 55 your * writings 

a in the defence of rational Reli- 
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well intended as they ate, r 
hoſe they will not be altogether 
unacceptable to Your Lozpsme; 


and that they may be ſerviceable | 
to mankind, in preventing the 
deluſions of Fanaticiſm „is the 
only wiſh of, 
„ N Lord, 
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JOHN LANGHORNE. 
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E LET TE RS we 
on 3 | 
' RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT, S. 
LETTER I. 
(ILL my amiable friend become T 
a —_ Shall we no longer . 
125 with the graces of 1 
| her EY . nor inſtructed | 
by her refined and digeſted knowledge ? 3 
Shall our devotion no more be ſtrength- [ : 
ened by her natural and unaffected piety, | 
more perſwaſive than the labours of the 
B logical 
1 


Fs «+ 


Aa 


| 7 2 ) * % 
logical divine ? ds Virtue ſo ſure of hee 
cauſe, that ſhe can part with ſuch an 
advocate as CLEoRA ? Is Religion fo 
prevalent, and ſo popular, that ſhe 
ſhould find no loſs in the retreat of ſuch 
a friend? The choice of life is, in gene- 
| ral, an indifferent thing ; but particular 
circumſtances may make it a duty. The 
powers we receive from nature, were 
not given in vain : they were deſigned 
for peculiar functions; and if we ne- 


glect to exert them, we ſhall not an- 
ſwer the end of our being. CITORA 


wiſhes not to ſhine before men ; but that 
hight which is given her, ſhould be diſ- 
played for the encouragement of Piety, 
and the gibry of him who gave it.— 


How far theſe ends may be anſwered 


by monaſtic ſolitude, I leave her, to 


judge. 


L E r- 


- 


eee nenen 


LETTER I. 


OU have been fo induſtrious, Ma- 

dam, in the ſearch of arguments 

to defend your determination, that you 

ſeem to have forgot thoſe I offered againſt 

it. But though you may have overlook- 

ed mine, I will not paſs by any that you 

have alleged; for it is not ſo neceflary 

to add new rays to the underſtanding of 

CLEORA, as to prevent it from being 
dazzled by an intemperance of light. 


Solitude, you ſay, is the nurſe of devo- 
tion, You know, my fair friend, that 


the benevolent Creator of the univerſe has 
| 21208 made 


* 
i 


N (4) 
made the duty of man to confift in ſerving 
his fellow-creatures. It is impoſſible, 
therefore, that our devotion ſhould be 
rendered acceptable by thoſe means, that 
throw us out of the province of active 
virtue. Solitude is the nurſe of devotion ; 
but the heart is not always to be truſted 
to itſelf. That devotion which is en- 
tirely mental, mayin time degenerate in- 


= | to ſpiritual pride. It is by mixing in the 
buſineſs of life, and the connexions of ſo- 
5 ciety only, that we feel our weakneſs ; 

. and it is by Humility alone, that Piety 
. | can ſubſiſt. | 


In retirement,” you obſerve, © there 
« 1s leaſt danger of falling from virtue; 


= and it is the duty of a chriſtian to flee 
3 « from temptation.” To reſiſt tempta- 
5 tion, is the duty of a chriſtian; but not 


% | to 


. 


to flee from ſociety. Were it fo, it 


would be equally incumbent on everyin- 
dividual; and man would revert to his 
primæval ſtate - become a Solitary and a 
Savage. 
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R. II. 


AGREE with my amiable friend 
The ſongs of SoLoMon are pretty 

- ſongs; and to be ſure, Mr. Ron Alxx's 
Diſcourſes on them are guite raviſbing. I 
with, however, this may be an innocent 
raviſhment—pardon me, CLEoRa ! your 

| retiring ſcheme alarmed me. When I 
a conſidered your elegant ſenſe, and ſtrong 
reaſon, I thought you incapable of being 
infected by the Modern Enthu/iaſm ; but 
when I found that your pious and ſuſ- 
ceptible heart had been indulging, with 


RoMaiNE, in the luxurious ſongs of So- 
lomon, I wondered not to find its ſerene 


piety 


4 57 
piety changed into jirregular and in- 
temperate raptures. Right devotion, 
CLEoRA, is founded on reaſon, which 
teaches us to adore the Farurx of 
Natur, for the benevolent purpoſes 
of all his works: it muſt, therefore, 
be - rational and uniform, which; 
while the paſſions are its vehicle, it 
can, never be; for theſe depending on 
the conſtitution of the body, will 
be various and uncertain and we 
ſhould be more or leſs devout accor- 
dingly as we might be affected by 
age, health or fickneſs. It is evi- 
dent, that Piety canyot depend up- 
on thoſe faculties, which are liable 
to variation and decay: it muſt be 
eſtabliſhed on the ſteady principle of 
reaſon, or it will be for ever fluc- 
tuating and inconſiſtent ; deſpond- 


ng 


7 . 
ing through apprehenſions that diſs 
parage the mercies of the Creator, or 
exulting with a confidence unbe- 
coming a dependent creature. Of 
this ſtamp is the piety of thoſe delu- 
ded people, whoſe Religion is dire&- 
ed by the imagination. I have known 
an itinerant preacher come into a vil- 
lage, and hold forth to the poor in- 
habitants the frightful images of. death 
and damnation, till a general panic 
has ſpread itſelf through the place, 
and the innocent ruſtics have ſhook 
with fears, which they could neither 


account for nor avoid. 


The power of imagination, in re- 
ligious matters particularly, is very 
great — Inſtances there have been of 
perſons tranſported by it even to in- 

+ - "lb 


. 

(9) | 
ſanity—inſtances, CTL ROA, within my ” 
own knowledge — believe me, it is 


PR 


dangerous to indulge it. 
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CET TS R TV. 


AN it be neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
light from darkneſs? As different 

are the workings of imagination, and 
the influences of the Divine Spirit. 
The firſt are eaſily diſtinguiſhable by 
the irregular ſenſations they produce— 
ever inconſiſtent, extravagant, and un- 
equal, they diſorder the frame of the 
mind, and deſtroy all propriety and 
conſiſtency of conduct. Enthuſiaſm 
precludes the uſe of reaſon, and, 
therefore, is a ſpecies of madneſs; it | 
depreciates virtue, and conſequently 
hurts the cauſe of Religion ; it fills the 
heart 


(2) 
heart with pride and overweenin g opini- 
ons ; with unreaſonable triumphs and un- 
accountable fears. Can effects like theſe 
proceed from the Father of Light? — 
from the ſpirit of that pure and diſ- 
paſſionate Being, whoſe harmonious and 


conſiſtent works teach us a rational a- 


doration of their Divine Creator ? Is it 
to be ſuppoſed, CLeoRa, that the in- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit ſhould 
teach us to deſpiſe and to exclude the 
uſe of the nobleſt faculty that God has 
given us ? yet I never knew an Enthu- 
ſiaſt that did not declaim againſt reaſon 
Vall was to be referred to internal im- 
pulſes; and man was to become a mere 
machine, acted upon and impelled by 
powers not his own. 


C 2 Such 


( 12) 

Such always has been the doctrine of 

Fanaticiſm — Excellent doctrine, that 

deſtroys the eternal obligations' of mo- 

rality, and makes the Deity account- 

able for the impiety of all his creatures 
that are vid of Grace / 


(13) 
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LUST Ter 9 

T\HERE have been Enthuſiaſts, 

* Madam, in all ages, and in all 
Religions; and their ſentiments and 
conduct have been much alike in all, 
from the Pythian Prieſteſs of antiqui- 
ty, to the green-apron d Pythoniſſa of 
our own days. Had Biſhop Laying- 
rom compared the Enthuſiaſm of all 
the Fanatics the world has heard of; I 
believe he would have found, thay 
though it has aſſumed different forms, 
its qualities were eſſentially the ſame. 
When the heathen prieſteſs ſuppoſed 
herſelf influenced by the power of her 


God, 


"T8 3 
God, her imagination hurried her into 
the wildeſt extravagancies — ſhe was 
convulſed, ſhe foamed, ſhe raved, ſhe 
prayed, ſhe preached. All this, my 
friend, was the effect of imagination, 
and not the operation of any evil ſpirit, 
as ſome good people have ſuppoſed. 
We meet with the ſame Enthuſiaſm a- 
mongſt the modern Pagans.* Many 
of the Philoſophers of old, by indulging 
the reveries of fancy, at length imagined 
that they were favoured with divine 
lights, and ſupernatural revelations. 
They took the ſuggeſtions of their own 
ſick brains, for the communications of 
{ſpirits and genii; and no modern 
Methodiſt could believe himſelf more 


— TITER — 
_— 


* Sce Nicuhoff"s Voyage to the Eaſt Indies. 
+ See Diogenes Laertius, - | 
hot; eftectually * 


( 15) 


effectually inſpired. This deluſion was 


communicated by the Philoſophers to the 


Chriſtians ; and the Apoſtles them- 


ſelves had to contend againſt Enthu- 
ſiaſm, and admoniſh their converts not 
to believe every ſpirit . In thoſe dark 


and barbarous ages, when the religion 
of Chriſtians conſiſted of little more than 


ridiculous ceremonies; when the ordi- 


nary influences of the Spirit of God, 
which, as Biſhop WAR BURTON I juſtly 
obſerves, are to enlighten the under- 
ſtanding and to rectify the will; when 
| theſe, I ſay, ſeemed: to be ſuſpended, 
then, CLEoRA, did Fanaticiſm ſpread 
her black wings over the earth, 


+ Coloſs: ii. 8. 


* 1 John. iv. 1. 


See Dr. Warburton's Sermons, preached before the 


Society of Lincoln's Inn. 
and 


"WM 
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(16) 


and Rover, the ancient nurſe of 


_ ſuperſtition, was her favourite haunt. 


Should I recount to you, my amiable 
friend, the various effects of Enthu- 
fiaſm, as they lie ſcattered through the 


hiſtory of mankind ; the miſeries and 


the abſurdities it has produced, would 
fhock your humanity or provoke your 
indignation— Good God! what out- 
rages againſt reaſon, and thy pure re- 
ligion, did it commit in the thirteenth 
century! when the extravagant Fran- | 
cis preached to ſwallows and fiſhes; : 
and the diabolical Dom1x1cvs founded 
the inquiſition—yet theſe, my friend, 
had more followers than WurTFitLD - 
or WEsLey.* The fame Fanatic ſpirit 


— 


dee VOLTAIRE's Account of Religious Orders. 


made 


(17). 
made Loyola form the miſchie- 
vous ſociety of Teſus ; and Xa- 
VERIUS eſtabliſh its power in the 
Indies.* 


The JansenisTs, though the 
greateſt enemies to the JesviTs, 
were as rank Enthuſiaſts. What ri- 
diculous work did they make at the 
tomb of their AzBoT DER Paris? 
— The reformed Religion has not 
been without its Fanatics, from 
Jacos Benmen to his brethren of 
MooRFIELDs, 


In ſhort, CLEORA, whenever we 
give up Reaſon to the Chimæras of 


* See STINSTRA's paſtoral letters. 


D | imagination, 
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i (18) 
imagination, let us pretend to what 
impulſes we pleaſe, we are no better 
than Enthuſiaſts. | 


( 19.) 


LETTER. VI. 


| ELIGIOUS MtLAncCHoLY was 
the daughter of Ex THUSsTASM and 
SUPERSTITION ; ſhe was nurſed, by 
her mother, in the cell of a Dom 
NICAN Convent ; and her only food was 
bread and water. As the parents had 
no other view for their daughter, than 
the inheritance of immortality, ſhe was 
never inſtructed in human learning ; 
for it was a maxim with them, that 
Ignorance is the mother of Devotion, 
and that enlightened reaſon ſerves only 
to cavil againſt the impulſes of Heaven. 
From her mother, MzLAancnoLY in- 
D 2 herited 


(20) 

herited gloomineſs and fear ; and from 
her father, diſordered and unequal paſ- 
ſions, flights, raptures, and reveriee— 
She ſpent her days in mortification, and 
her nights in terror; for ſhe was taught 
to believe, that her Devotion would be 
acceptable to her God, in proportion 
as it was diſtreſsful to herſelf. - From 
that perſwaſion, ſhe paſſed the greateſt 
part of her life in penal auſterities : 
but, as ſhe was the child of EnTavu- 
SIASM, ſhe was ſometimes viſited with 
a gleam of fanatic joy, which ſhone 
through the gloom of her cell ; and, 
during thoſe intervals, ſhe aſſerted that 

ſhe was in Heaven. Thoſe intervals, | 
however, as they were too powerful 

for a mortal mind, were very ſhort and : 
very rare: her exhauſted ſpirits were 
afterwards reduced to the loweſt lan- 


guor ; 


(21) | . 
guor; and ſhe, who, the laſt moment, 
was exulting in the ecſtaſies of Heaven, 
was now aghaſt on the brink of Hell. 


Such was the life of Religious M- 
LANCHOLY ; till the benevolent Father 
of Nature, pitying her undeſerved miſe- 
ries, and weary of her prepoſterous de- 
votion, delivered the innocent wretch 
from that being ſhe had received in 
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LETTER. VII. 


O, CLeora! I exclude not peni- 
- * tential ſorrow from the duties of 
Religion—it is neceflary in its place. 
But ſhe whoſe life has been uniformly 
devoted to the ſervice of Him who gave 
it, what has ſhe to do with penitential 
ſorrow ? It can only be requiſite in the 
change from profligacy to virtue ; and 
to ſuppoſe it otherwiſe acceptable to 
God, were to reproach him. 


Religion, my friend, wears not the 
habit of monaſtic melancholy, nor de- 
lights ſhe in the ſacrifice of penal miſery. 

The 


(23) 
The Divine Goodneſs could never in- 
tend, that wretchedneſs ſhould be an- 
nexed to piety ; and it were impious 
to ſuppoſe, that he delights in the tor- 
ment of his creatures. The ridiculous 
ſeverities practiſed in the church of 
Rome, do not leſs blaſpheme the per- 
 feftions of the Almighty, than they 


deſigning people that maintain them. 


The voice of Religion is the voice of 


Joy; her ways are the ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are peace. Would 


the Almighty, whoſe principal aim is 
the welfare of his creatures, have ap- 


pointed them a rule of life inconfiſtent 
with their happineſs ? Could the unen- 
lightened heathens pronounce virtue to 
be its own reward ; and ſhall not we, 
to whom life and immortality is brought to 

light, 


reproach the reaſon of thoſe deluded or 


( 24) 
Agöt, find a pleaſure in the practice of 
it proportionably greater ? 


Our holy Religion, perhaps, has not 
ſuffered more from the attacks of open 
violence, than from the folly or trea- 
chery of her own profeſſors : when ſhe 
is diſguiſed in a gloomy and forbidding 
aſpect, charged with penal ſeverities, 
and excluded from innocent pleaſures ; 
every man who conſults his own hap- 
pineſs, would rather ſhun her as a 
Phantom, than ſeek her as a Friend. 
How different is the picture which the 
amiable and eloquent Apoſtle gives us 
of her! He repreſents her, what ſhe 
really is, as a perpetual ſource of joy— 
Rejoice, ſays he, ever more; and again 1 
ſay, rejoice—Nay, when involved in al- 
moſt all the calamities that nature could 

ſuffer, 


( 25) 
ſuffer, or tyranny inflict, the hopes of 
Religion ſtill ſupport him, and make 


him ſuperior to every diſtreſs: I am 


filled with comfort, ſays he, I am ex- 
ceeding joyful in all our tribulation: In 
our outward circumſtances indeed, we 
are as men dying ; but, behold, wwe live ! 
as ſarrouful, yet always rejoicing ; | as 
having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 
things. | 


How different, my friend, is this 
rational and chearful ſpirit from the 
gloomy ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm of 
our modern Saints ! 
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reren vin 


OUR conduct, CLEoRaA, ap- 

pears every way ſo exemplary, 
that I am at a loſs to divine what temp- 
tation you deſire to avoid by your pro- 
poſed retirement. Is it that you think 
converſing in the world, implies too 
great a confidence in your own ſtrength ? 
Be diffident of this—but deſpiſe not the 
active powers of Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, which, as well as thoſe of Grace, 
flow from the Divine bounty—However, 
truſt with a full affiance in that all- 
powerful and all-gracious Being, who 
will certainly enable you to do and be 


whatever 


(27) 
whatever is neceſſary to procure you his 
approbation. | | 


Our mutual wants, which cannot be 
ſupplied with any comfort but in a ſocial 
ſtate, and the ſtrong inſtinctive biaſs 
that way impreſſed upon our hearts, 
ſhew, that HEAVEN intended us for ſo- 
ciety ; and can you doubt that Supreme 
Wiſdom has fitted you for what itſelf 
defigned you ? Can the Sincere of heart 
be apprehenſive, that their virtue, their 
Religion, may meet with any fatal aſ- 
faults, when ſupported by that Power 
which ſhall re-animate the dead? 


If I know you at all, you are in no 
danger from criminal attacks : but there 
is ſome ſhadow of reaſon for fearing, 
that you might poſſibly be led into D/ 

E 2 ſipation, 


(28) 
fipation, by following the faſhionable 
world—but, pray, is there no alterna- 


2 tive? Cannot you join ſometimes in the 
ll innocent diverſions of the polite, and 
ſhun the fooliſh ones? Cannot you give 
yourſelf ſome relaxation from the im- 
portant duties of life, without making 
pleaſure your buſineſs? Where the 
crime is only in the exceſs, cannot you” 
be moderate? Were you fixed in ſoli- 
tude, you would find an innocent in- 


clination, the deſire of company, more 
troubleſome and harder to be con- 
quered, than any improper deſire you 
can figure to yourſelf, of the pleaſures 
of a gay life. The reaſon of this 
is obvious; the one is a natural in- 
clination, the other an artificial one: 
and I need not tell you, that what- 


ever 


(29) 
ever is agreeable to uncorrupted nature, 
is right. 


If you would ſeek a retreat from 
the paſſion of love, which you ob- 
ſerve to have done ſome harm in the 
world, you muſt then go into a Deſert 
indeed, which no other human foot 
can enter: and even there you would 
be ſenſible, that it 75 not good for you 
to be alone—Buat as this is impoſſible, 
you could not be ſuch a recluſe but 
that paſſion would - probably find its 
way to you; and it is obſerved to 
be ſtrongeſt in perſons of a devout 
frame of mind: the fame ſenſibility 
which kindles the ardours of Devo- 
tion, renders the heart ſuſceptive like- 
wiſe of human love. We ſee many 
perſons, who had much better have 


given 


| (39) 

given ſome ſhare of their affections to 

worthy objects here below, than have 

aflited themſelves with fruitleſs trou- 

bles which the God of Nature never 

meant them; much better have become 
valuable wives, and prudent mothers, 

than proud cenſorious Deyotees ! 


LE T- 


(31) 
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LETTER H. 


1 HOPE my amiable friend is not 
arrived at ſuch a pitch of auſterity, 
as to think that her whole life ſhould 
be a continued ſcene of mortification 
and ſelf-denial. The Divine Wiſdom 
has ſo formed this lower part of the 
creation, that almoſt every thing in it 
ſerves our uſe, or miniſters to our de- 
light. All his works bear the marks 
of Benevolence - Conſider every thing 
that He has made; and, behold, it 
is good ! ſhould we not then enjoy 
the good things of this world with 
temperance and decency ? . Should we 


not, 


(32) 
not, with a due ſenſe of the mercies 
of the Giver, really honour Him 
more, than if we ſhould afflict our- | 
ſelves with perpetual penances? © We 
« are commanded, indeed, to take up 


« our Croſs; but we are no where 
% commanded to ſeek it. If we ſuffer 
« afflictions, we ſhould bear them 
« with patience ; but if we are hap- 
«* pily free from them, we may pi- 
te ouſly rejoice in that freedom.” * 


The love of God ſhould always pre- 
ſide in our hearts; but this great rule 


_ complied with, He has allowed, nay, 


deſigned, that the inferior defires He 
has implanted in us ſhould be mo- 


i 


Dr. Lyttleton. 


derately 


633) 


derately gratified. Of this there needs 
be no ſtronger evidence, than that 
He has implanted them; for Eternal 
Wiſdom does every thing for ſome 
good end. 


What are all the auſterities of 
ſome Devotees among us, better than 
the Hair-Shirts and Scourges of a 
more ancient date? Superſtition may 
vary its form, but its folly is ſtill 
the ſame. May not the Immortal 
Judge fay — Who hath required 
« theſe things at your hands? Am 
„a Moloch, who delight to be wor- 
« ſhipped only with fighs and groans? 
« Have I commanded you to be 
« virtuous, for my own benefit, or 
for yours? Have I not enjoined 
you the virtues of Meekneſs, Content, 
F | and 


(34) 


« and Chearfulneſs; and promiſed to 
« make you happy evermore, for hav- 
« ing in ſome meaſure made yourſelves 
« happy, in the tranſient ſcene of 
* your probation ?” 


(35) 


FFF 


LETT ER a 


HE independence of your for- 

tune cannot juſtify your retreat. 
Wealth may exempt you from the 
laborious duties of life, but it adds 
to the civil and the ſocial. Conſider, 
CLEoRA, that God, who has put into 
your hands the means of beneficence, 
will require an account of your Stew- 
ardſhip. Thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
ſuperior knowledge or fortune, have 
their duty plainly pointed out to them, 
in the inſtruction of ignorance, and the 
relief of indigence. And will you fly 
from this delightful taſk? Will you 
* 


(36) 


leave the induſtrious poor, to whom 


your bounty and protection, by being 
long extended to them, are become 
neceſſary? Will you give them up 
to the perſecution of fortune, and the 
oppreſſion of tyranny ? Will you no 
longer go with Charity and with 
Pity, into the ſolitary, the ſeldom 
viſited manſions of miſery and dif- 
treſs? Behold! your Lord ic, a ftran- 
ger, or naked, or fich, or a priſoner ! 
yet, how ſhall he apply to you for 
relief? Your Dwelling ſtands not on 
the fide of the way.* Behold this 
| wretched mourner ! her widowed years 
5 are deprived of her only hope and 
71 ſupport, in her only child! Alas! her 
50 aged heart will break Where is the 


* Homer. 


tender, 
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tender, the ſenſible, the beneficent 
_ CLEoRA? for ſhe will comfort her 
afflicted neighbour. No — CLeorA 
is fled into a remote ſolitude, and 
cannot be informed of her diſtreſs. 
See theſe poor uninſtructed chil- 
dren! the labour of their parents can 
no more than ſupply them with 
bread — They ſhall never be able 
to read their duty in the book of 
life; CLEoRA, who would have pro- 
cured them Inſtruction, knows not 
of their ignorance. CLEoRA has for- 
ſaken the province of public virtue: 
her preſence no longer revives the 
ſpirit of the wretched, nor awes the 
licentiouſneſs of the prophane. Con- 
ſider, my fair friend, how you hall 
be able to defend yourſelf againſt the 
force of theſe reflections, in the ſilent 

thought- 


95 
thoughtfulneſs of your retirement. Be- 
lieve me, they would be a more juſt 
cauſe of ſorrow and remorſe, than 
any you can at preſent ſuggeſt to your- 


ſelf. 


* 


LE T- 
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LETTER XI. 


AM bound, by the las of Friend- 

ſhip, as well as by the love of 
Truth, to guard my Cx xoRA againſt 
every wrong opinion, as well for my 
own ſake as for hers— for, believe 
me, Madam, I have even eſteemed 
the advantage of your friendſhip among 
the firſt bleſſings of my life. | 


Wrtih thee converſing, I forget all time ; 
All Seaſons, and their change. 


Your friendſhip, which, like the light 
of the heavenly bodies, has been ever 
pure, ſteady and permanent, ſhall it be 

buried 


(49) 
buried with the reſt of your ſocial 
virtues? O, CLeokRa! how many 
evils would flow from your re- 
treat! 


But let me for a moment ſuppoſe 
you in your retirement — You begin 
the day in the ſame manner you have 
ever done, with addrefling your thanks 
and prayers to the Eternal Provi- 
dence. When this pleaſing taſk is 
performed, I ſuppoſe you ſpend the 
reſt of the morning in religious 
ſtudies; and the evening, for variety, 
you paſs in walking and contempla- 
tion, Theſe are all the exerciſes your 
ſituation can admit of; and were you 
of an indolent and inactive diſpoſi- 
tion, perhaps, theſe might be ſuf- 
ficient — But, you do not know your | 


own 


(41) 
own heart, if you think you can be 
long ſatisfied with a life like this. = 
* Be aſſured, that the fameneſs of it 
would ſoon be difguſtful, and lan- 
guor and wearineſs unavoidably 
enfue. 


On the other hand, give me leave 
to ſuppoſe you in a ſtate more agree- 
able to nature, and the deſign of 
Providence — let me conſider you as 
the mother of a family — your day 
is now diverſified by various employ- 
ments, and your attention called 
forth by different cares. The oeco- 
nomy of your houſe, and the inſtruc- 
tion of your children, (for you ſhould 
not leave that entirely to Tutors, be 
they ever {6 diſtinguiſhed for their 
probity and learning) the direction 

G | of 
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(42) 
of your ſervants, and your attention 
to your huſband, with many other 
domeſtic duties, will leave no lan- 
guid vacuity either in your time or 
thoughts — but, then, to look for- 
ward to the end of your cares — to 
ſee your children exerting themſelves, 
in their ſeveral ſtations, with that 
Benevolence and Integrity, which by 
your cultivation grew up with them, 
and which are now eſſential parts of 
their diſpoſition—to behold this, were 
_ delightful indeed! 


And is not this to ſerve your Cre- 
ator as he ought to be ſerved? Is 
not this preferable to the life of 
thoſe wnprofitable ſervants, who 
ſpend their days in monaſtic dull- 
neſs | | 


— in 
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in the dark and dire abode, 
Where For L mourns in SUPERSTI- 
TioN's chain; | 
And Prieſts, devoutly vain, 
Forſake each virtue to adore their 


_ God? 


G 2 LE Ts 


(44) 
FP 


DUET TER” XI. 
| LMOST all the wrong notions 


of Religion proceed from miſ- 
taten apprehenfions of God. 


When we look up from theſe man- 
fions of mortality, to that aweful 
Being who fills univerſal nature, we 
cannot but be afraid. That reve- 
rence we owe him, and which the 
contemplation of his infinite Powers 
and Perfections juſtly excites, is apt, 
in the ſuperſtitious, to degenerate 
into flaviſh fear, Fear always ariſes 

from 


(45) 


from the apprehenſion of evil; and 
the worſhip it offers to that Being 


from whom the evil is apprehended, 
neceſſarily reproaches Him as the 
author of it. How prepoſterous then, 
nay, how impious, is the devotion 
of thoſe Chriſtians who facrifice to 
their God with the groans of milery ! 
who devote the day, which he has 
lighted up and adorned for their uſe 
and pleaſure, to penal mortification ; 
and the Night, whoſe curtain he has 
let down for their repoſe, to watch= 
ful anxiety ! 


To avoid this error, nothing more 


is neceſſary than to form a right no- 
tion of the will of God —let us con- 


fider Him as our Father and Cre- 


ator, 


| 
| 
c 
4 
* 
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ator, whoſe Benevolence brought us 
into being; and who, for the com- 
fort and ſupport of this being, has 
ſupplied us with every thing neceſ- 
fary or delightful. The will of God, 
then, is to diſpenſe happineſs; and 
whatever makes us miſerable, coun- 
teracts that will; conſequently, all 
penal ſeverities in the exerciſe of 
Religion, all melancholy and de- 
ſponding fears, are injurious to his 
goodneſs, and abſurd in his wor- 
ſhip. 


Be this truth, Cr EoRA, for ever 
preſent with you, that the end of 
Providence is to make you happy; 
and that it is your duty to co- 

| operate 


(47) 
operate with the Divine will, by 
taking every means that may contri- 
bute to that end. 


2250 


L E T- 
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een n. 


UFFER me a little to extend 
and illuſtrate the thoughts con- 


tained in my laſt. The will of God, 


I obſerved, was to diſpenſe happineſs. 
It is, my friend ! this truth is viſible 
in all his works; and written in ſuch 
characters, that He who runneth may 
read. It was for this end alone, that 
he appointed us a law: for what 
other motive ſhould induce him to 
do it? Can our Righteouſneſs or our 
Goodneſs aſſiſt him? by no means — 
infinitely happy and ſecure in his 
own perfections, he wants not the 


aid, 


(49) 
aid, and cannot fear the enmity, of 
man. Such, then, is his unſpeak- 
able goodneſs, that he exacts no vbe- 
dience from us, but what is neceſ- 
fary to our own felicity. The hap- 
pineſs of man is founded in ſociety ; 
and without the virtues which the 
Divine Laws enjoin, Society could not 
ſubſiſt. | | 


When the Almighty gave his 
Laws to the Iſraelites by the lega- 
tion of Moss, each command had 
a manifeſt tendency to the preſerva- 
tion and peace of that people. Dif- 
ference of Religion has always been the 
cauſe of differences in civil life—The 
IsRAELITESs, from their long reſidence in 
Egypt, had fallen into all the ſuperſtitions 
of that idolatrous people; and the Gods 
* H „ they 


( 50) 
they worſhipped, were more in num 
ber than their Tribes. Hence, being 
diſunited in Religion, they became 
ſo in Government; and were conti- 
nually torn by Factions, and diſor- 
dered with Jealouſy. The firſt com- 
mandment, therefore, that they re- 
ceived from the true God, enjoined 
them to an union of belief; and, 
«© Thou ſhalt have none other Gods 
& but me,” was a precept which pro- 
cured that Peace and Harmony among 
them, that was the foundation of 
their future eaſe and proſperity. The 
Second Command was a ſupplement 
to the firſt; and entirely baniſhed 
Idolatry, by cutting off the adoration 
of Images, without which it could 
not poſſibly ſubſiſt. The third taught 
them a new and unheard of Reve- 

| rence 


(2) 
rence to their God, by prohibiting 
them to mention his name, except 
upon the moſt important occaſions, 
and in the moſt ſolemn manner. 
This Reverence was the foundation 
of their obedience to the commands 
that followed; all which, by en- 
forcing Humanity, Juſtice, and Truth, 
procured, in conſequence, the peace, 
the ſafety, and the happineſs of every 
individual. 


But if the old Law was calculated 
for the benefit of thoſe who were 
ſubject to it, the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion will appear infinitely more fo. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles 
have laid down ſuch a Syſtem of 
morals, and have carried human vir- 
tue 'to ſuch a pitch of excellence and 

| H 2 purity, 


(5a) 
purity, as was, till then, neither 
conceived nor thought of. Men are 
now taught to knit together in So- 
ciety with mutual affection, and ta 
unite themſelves in the delightful Bond 
of brotherly love. In ſhort, all the 
Chriſtian Doctrines and Precepts, 
breathe ſo amiable, ſo delightful a 
ſpirit, that it would be for the 
advantage of Society to cultivate and 
eſtabliſh them, excluſive of every pro- 
ſpect of future reward, 


Thus, my friend, while our Hea- 
venly Father treats us, not as fer- 
vants, but as ſons; while a parental 
kindneſs is viſible in all his inten- 
tions; ſhall we not thankfully and 
chearfully enjoy the bleſſings he has 
appointed us? ſhall we make that 

yoke 


(93) 


yoke painful, which he has declared 
to be eaſy; and aggravate the bur- 
then, which he has appointed to be 
light ? | 


( 54 ) 


LETTER. XIV. 


HE affliction of innocence, is 
the moſt painful ſight in the 
world; and though that afflition 
be voluntary, proceeding from miſ- 
taken Piety, it is ftill certainly 
very pitiable. ö 


In the early part of my life, I 
had the happineſs to be acquainted 
with ELEANORA. You know her, 
my friend: it was impoſſible to live 
within her circle, and not know 
ELEANORA; the collected and ex- 

preſſive 


( 55) 


preſſive ſweetneſs of her aſpect, and 
the tender ſenſibility of her heart, 
made her univerſally beloved and ad- 


This amiable perſon, about the 
age of nineteen, became a prey to 
the monſter Superſtition. She had 
been induced by a maiden aunt to 
go ſeveral times to a conventicle. 1 
obſerved her chearfulneſs abated, and 
imputed the change to want of 
health; till one evening, when I 
viſited her, and, thinking to di- 
vert her melancholy humour, ven- 
tured to aſk her for a ſong — She 
ſtarted at the propoſal, and“ What,” 
ſays the, „would you have me 
fing? enough has been given to 


vanity“— 


(56) 
« vanity” —'Twas in vain that I re- 
preſented to her, the innocence of 
ſuch an amuſement—in vain that I 
told her, it was neceſſary for the 
mind to ſuſpend its attention, and 
vary its perſuits; that it could not 
be more agreeably or more inno- 
cently relaxed, than by muſic; and 
that even the exerciſes of Devotion, 
by being too aſſiduouſly repeated, 
would become languid - and unaf- 
feting. 15464 


'-  ErLEAxoRa continued to encourage 
a kind of ſtupifving melancholy, while 
her good aunt and her fanatic Tea- 
cher, mutually blefſed each other for 
having, as they termed it, brought 
4 Soul to à ſenſe of ber fins. That 

* heavineſs 


(57) 
heavineſs which hung upon her 
heart, they told her was the firft 
fruits of - the ſpirit 5 and that to en- 
deavour to divert it, would be fights 
ing againſt God : that ſhe muſt wait, 
with patience, fill the great work was 
wrought in ber; and that ſhe ſhould 
ſoon experience the impulſe of the 
ſpirit, in the blefſed aſſurance of ber 
fabvaticn, In ſhort, with this and 


ſuch like Cant, did they almoſt turn 
the head of this pious young lady — 


She waited in vain for thoſe extra- 
ordinary convictians and ſenſations, 
which they told her ſhe muſt feel, 
or be 4a Reprobate; for that, without 
experience, no one ſhould ſee the 


Lord. 


(53) 

At length her Melancholy affected 
her conſtitution ; and ſhe languiſhed 
away in the bloom of life, a Sacrifice 
to FANATICISM. 


L E T- 


(59) 


nennen 
LETTER XV. 


KNEW you would be affected 
with the ſtory of poor ELEANORA; 
but I did not expect, at the fame 


time, to find you making motions 


towards your removal to B—: what 
is there in B— more acceptable to 
your Creator, than in MounT Son, 
or in JERUSALEM, or even mm Z7bis 
city? TuHaTr Powrx, whoſe exif- 
tence is univerſal, muſt be preſent 
to hear, and ready to protect you, 
in every place alike. Hz, who at 
once receives the united worſhip of 
all his works, is His favour to be 

12 courted 
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courted, by a gloomy retreat from 
the general voice of praiſe? Hz, who 
reads the language of every heart, 
needeth He the filence of ſolitude 
to diſtinguiſh ſounds ? 


If I rightly recolle& the ſituation 
of B—, it is one of the moſt romantic 
places I ever beheld. The houſe, I 
think, | ſtands in the bottom of a 
narrow valley, whoſe ſides are fo beſet 
with tall woods, that it is impoſſible. 
to perceive it till you are within a 
very few paces of it — And are there 
not ſome remains of a ruin'd mona- 


ſtery, at a ſmall diſtance from the 
houſe; through whoſe broken arches 
you behold a lake of water, which, 
excepting the wild fowl that haunt 


It, 


i 


(61) 
it, is the only moving object near 
the place ? 


Such a Hermitage, CLEoRA, might 
do well as a retreat for the recollec- 
tion of a day; but to paſs a Whole 
life in it, would be unnatural ; 
and to do it without miſery, impoſ- 
ſible, | 


= 
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ER TTTR I. 


OU aſtoniſh me, CLrzoza! Is 

it poſſible you can believe, that 
any. of the vain pretenders, of our 
times, to ſuch an Inſpiration as the 
Apoſtles enjoyed, are really poſſeſſed 
of it? | 


When we ſpeak of Inſpiration as 
ſubſiſting now, we do not mean 


ſuch Inſtruction as the Apoſtles re- 
ceived from Heaven, whereby new 


truths were revealed; we mean re 
Drome Grace and Aſiſtance, whereby 
; | Truths 


(63) 
Truths already revealed operate, if we 
be not wanting to ourſebves, to our” ſpi- 
ritual benefit, 


The Apoſtles did not barely affirm 
that they were inſpired, but wrought 
great and convincing miracles to prove 
it. Now, we might very ſafely put 
the matter to this Teſt, and call 
upon theſe pretenders to Inſpiration, 
to ſhew the ſeal of their Commiſſion ' 
in ſome wonderful ſupernatural work 
— But the truth is, not only that 
miracles are ceaſed, as no longer ne- 
ceſſary; but that if a miracle ſhould 
now be wrought, it would not prove 
an Inſpiration, like that of the A- 
poſtles, in the Worker; becauſe the 
Scripture, whoſe Canon was long 


ſince 


(64) 
ſince compleated, declares its own ſuf- 
ficiency in every thing neceſſary to 
ſalvation, and pronounces an Ana- 
thema againſt Him who ſhall add 
to it or take away the leaſt part of 


ik. 


Neither do we come to a right 
underſtanding of difficult texts, by 
inſpiration ; for what is neceſſary to 
conduct us to Eternal Happineſs, is 
to be found in the plain paſſages of 
ſcripture. In this reſpect, the way 
is ſo eaſy, that the way-faring man, 
if paſſeſſed of an humble heart, hall 
not err therein. Then he errs, when 
he wanders from the beaten way ; 
when he pretends to penetrate my- 
ſteries; when he ſeeks to know 


mare 
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more than the Fundamentals of Chriſ- 
tianity; or when he would lay new 
foundations. Difficult. Texts of Scrip- 
ture muſt be interpreted in the ſame 
manner, as difficult paſſages in other 
writings; by a knowledge of the ori- 
ginal languages, and of the Cuſtoms 
of thoſe times when they were writ- 
ten; by conſidering the connexion of 
the diſcourſe, or the analogy of the 
ſyſtem, as well as by conſulting the 
opinions of learned men who have 


made theſe things their ſtudy. 


But you allege, that though out- 
ward miracles are ceaſed, yet inward 
ones are not. I anſwer, that there 
is nc oOccaſion for a Miracle, to en- 


able us to know what we are to be- 
K lieve 
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lieve and do; and Heaven will not 
do what is unneceſſary— The aids of 
Grace, for the performance of our 


duty, are indeed ſupernatural; but 
theſe are ordinarily diſpenſed. 


Be pleaſed alſo, my good friend, 
to reflect, how much eaſier it is to 
counterfeit the inward, than the out- 
ward operations of the ſpirit: how 
ealy it is for perſons, who have a 
ſufficiency of forehead, and a fluency 
of tongue, to pretend they are in- 
ſpired. The rapidity of their lan- 
guage, flowing from a vain glorious 
confidence, ſeems wonderful; and 
the enthuſiaſtic fury of their elocu- 


tion is very catching, not only with 
perſons of weak, but with thoſe alſo 
of 


(67) 
of warm and zealous minds. But 
the Prieſteſs of Apollo was equally 
rapid and impetuous; and had, if 
poſſible, a greater degree of the Furor 
entheus, than any modern Metho- 
diſt : 


Swift ſtarts the colour from her 

cheeks; her looks 

Human no more: her hair the holy 
fillets 

Burſts: her big heart ſwells with 
the foaming rage. 

Her eye darts fire, and thunder tones 


her voice. 
— 


Poor and wretched is that boaſted 
Inſpiration, which cannot give its 
ſubjects, however illiterate, the know- 
K 2 ledge 


(6). 
ledge of the original languages of the 


ſcripture ; or, indeed, a competent 
acquaintance with their own. 


Though our Enthufiaſts ſeem very 
much averſe to Popery, yet they 
hold ſome of the worſt doctrines of 
it—T ſpeak not now of their Unchari- 
tableneſs, their indiſcriminate con- 
demnation of all who differ from 
them But what falls under the ar- 
ticle we are now conſidering, is, their 
pretence to a plenary Inſpiration, 
which is only another name for In- 
fallibility, one of the rotten pillars 
of the Romiſh Church. All the dif- 
ference is, that inſtead of one Pope, 
| theſe find a thouſand, in their igno- 
rant Teachers, whom they conſider 

| as 
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as ſo many Gods; while their crude 
and undigeſted Preachments are looked 
upon as oracles. 


LE T- 


LETTER. Xvi. 


AM of opinion, that a lady had 
better employ her time on the plain 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, than on ſuch 
as are abſtruſe: but ſince you deſire 
fome account of the doctrine of pre- 
deſtination, I will give it you, leſt 
ſome of the ſelf- commiſſioned Tea- 
chers ſhould infuſe into you ſuch opi- 
nions, as diſhonour the Father of the 


Univerſe. 


They who believe in ab/olute pre- 
deſtination, that is to ſay, they who 
believe that the Almighty has fore- 

doomed 


(71) 

doomed any part of mankind to eter- 
nal miſery, make the Supreme Being 
the worſt and moſt arbitrary of tyrants. 
They draw him in as bad a light, as 
Satan himſelf can be conceived; nay, 
in a worſe; for thus they repreſent 
to themſelves Infinite Power armed 
to do evil—Horrid Blaſphemy ! Cre- 
ORA, need I fay more? This is the 
doctrine of God's ele! of his beloved / 
of his Saints This is the burden of 
the ſong at Moorfields —. © Gracious 
« art thou, O Lord! for ſome Thou 
* haſt choſen to be heirs of ſalvation ; 
« and ſome Thou haſt damned to 
« everlaſting miſery, before they are 
& born, and before they have dine 
% good or evil,” 


Great 


— — — 


(„ 
Great God!] pardon the blaſphemy 
of thy ſaints ! 


1s it poſſible, my friend, that the 
ALL-wiss BRING ſhould ſend his 
rational Creatures into this world as 
Probationers, and yet have no regard 
to their works? Has he not, on 
the contrary, declared, that He will 
judge us according to our works? Has 
he not aſſured us, that He would have 
all men be ſaved and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth? To what purpoſe 
are all his earneſt exhortations, and 
melting intreaties to us to make a 
right uſe of our time here, if our 
conduct be quite out of the account ? 
As for the ninth Chapter to the Ro- 
mans, it deſcribes the advantages 
which God, of his good pleaſure, 

beſtows 
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beſtows upon one particular nation, 
in preſerence to another; the reaſons 
of which may be obvious to his Pro- 
vidence, though they are not quite 
ſo to us. This paſſage does not in 
the leaſt relate to the happineſs or 
miſery of individuals in another life; 
for the great argument the Apoſtle 
is here inſiſting on, is, that of Hea- 
ven's rejecting the Jewiſh nation, for 
a time, from the privilege of being his 
people on account of their infidelity, 
and receiving the Gentiles in their 
ſtead; which he. illuſtrates by a pa- 
rallel inſtance of the bleſſings which 
the Iſraelites deſcended from Jacob 
enjoyed, in preference to the Edo- 
mites deſcended from Eau. 


1 It 
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It would be needleſs for me to 
point, out to you, my CLEoRA, the 
miſerable conſequences which this 
doctrine may produce. Be it ſuffi- 
cient to tell you, that it has driven 
many unhappy creatures to Deſpair, 
upon whoſe weak Credulity the Ig- 
norance or the Baſeneſs of Fanatics 
had impoſed the belief of it. 
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LETTER 1 


| PERSON who does not be- 
lieve in abſolute predeſtination, 
will not eafily be brought to think, 
that he has an infallible afſurance of 
his own falvation, This is another 
of the audacious doctrines of Fana- 
ticiſm. 


Certainly the higheſt point we can 
arrive at here, is a well grounded 
hope conſequent upon a good life. 
This may be called a moral, though 
not an abſolute certainty; for ſince 


the aſſiſtance of God will not be 
L 2 wanting 
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h 
wanting to ſuch as live in his fear, 
when they have long behaved as be- 
cometh Chriſtians, they may reaſon- 
ably hope, that they Hall retain their 
integrity, and not let it go in the laſt 
trial. | | 


The Apoſtle adviſes the beſt of 
Chriſtians to take heed leſt they fall; l 
and that, by falling, he here means 
falling finally, is plain from the con- 


nexion of the diſcourſe. 


The argument, which the Author 
of Obſervations on the Converſion and 
Apeſileſhip of Saint Paul, makes uſe 
of, 1s deciſive in this point, as well 
as with reſpect to Faith and Works: 


« If 


(77) 

* If any one. imagines,” ſays he, 
« that he ſees any difference between 
« the doctrines of St. James and 
« St. Paul, concerning Juſtification 
«« by Faith or by Works; let him 
«only conſider theſe words in the 
« firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians — 
« but I keep under my body and bring 
4 into ſubjettion, Ieft that, by any 
« means, when 1 have preached to 
64 others, I fe ſhould be a caſt= 


cc way: 


If St. Paid had believed, or 
taught, that Faith without Works 


Was ſufficient to fave a Diſciple of 
« Chriſt, to what purpoſe did he 
40 keep under his body, fince his ſal- 
vation was not to depend upon that 
4 * ſubjected to his Reaſon, but 


« merely 


| GB 
«© merely upon the Faith he profeſ- 
« fed? His Faith was firm; and 6 
« ſtrongly founded upon the moſt 
* certain conviction, that he had no 
ce reaſon to doubt its continuance : 
« How could he then think it poſſi- 


ble, that while he retained that 


„ faving Faith, he might neverthe- 
t leſs be a caſt-away? or if he ſup- 
« poſed that his election and calling 
* was of ſuch a nature, as that it 
« irreſiſtibly impelled him to Good, 
«© and reſtrained him from Evil; 
« How could he expreſs any fear, 
« Jeſt the luſts of his body ſhould 
prevent his Salvation? Can ſuch 
an apprehenſion be made to agree 
« with the notion of abſolute predeſ- 
e tination, aſcribed by ſome to S.. 
« Paul? He could have no doubt, 

| | | « that 
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« that the Grace of God had been 
given to him in a moſt extraordi- 


* nary manner; yet we ſee, that 
he thought his Election was not 
* ſo certain, but that he might fall 
« from it again through the natural 
prevalence of bodily appetites, if 
* not duly reſtrained by his own vo- 
luntary Care.” 
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(80 


0 r k c r Er Er Er fr & Cr Er E. Er & Er n Cr cr 


EE TT EER . 


Divine Grace, my friend, we 
mean the favour and Con- 


currence of Heaven aſſiſting our 
endeavours in the exerciſe of our 


duty. 


Agreeably to this, our Redeemer 
tells us, that without him we can 
do nothing; that his Grace is ſufficient 
| for us; that we may do all things 
through his Holy Spirit flrengthening 


Us. 
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The Enthuſiaſts go farther—They 
look upon Divine Grace as a Power, 
not only exciting, but irreſiſtibly com- 
manding the will, actuating them as 
machines, and doing every thing in 
order to their Salvation, without their 
conſent or concurrence—Slight, half- 
thinkers may imagine, that thus they 
do the greater honour to the merits 
of Chriſt; and to the operations of 
the Holy Spirit: but to ſappoſe and 
to make a merit of believing in an 
Oeconomy of Grace that is incon- 
ſiſtent with the wiſdom of God, and 
the plain dictates of his word, is really 
to diſhonour Him. 


We know experimentally, that we 
have. ſome degree of liberty of will ; 
and that we have a right to inveſ- 
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tigate truth by reaſon and argument. 


We may appeal alſo to Scripture, 


which in the ſame text where it ſpeaks 


of God's working in us both to will 


and to do of bis good pleaſure, calls 
upon us to work out our own Salva- 
tian; and elſewhere exhorts us 70 obey 
the truth, and not 0 refiſt or quench 
the Spirit. Now if it is not in our 


power to reſiſt the Spirit, if we can- 


not help obeying the Goſpel, theſe 


are vain words, 
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LETTER XX. 


I the command to pray always, 
and to pray without ceaſing, ſome 
men have been led to think, that 
they ought to beſtow their whole 
time upon this duty, to be contiz 
nually in the depths - of Meditation, 
and the fervours of Devotion — But 
though ſome of theſe men may think 
piouſly, they are all of them far from 
thinking ſoberly. 


To confute this opinion, I need 


only obſerve that the mind of man, 


in this imperfect ſtate, cannot by any 
M 2 means 


684) 
means perpetually bear ſuch an ab- 
ſtraction of thought, as the adora- 
tion of God requires; that the ne- 
ceſſities of our bodies, and the labours 
of life, aſk a great portion of time; 
that by a ſeaſonable attendance to 
theſe, we are ſerving God in the moſt 
acceptable manner ; and that he is really 


more honoured, when we approach him 
at fixed ſeaſons, with minds detached 
from the cares of life, and properly pre- 
pared for devotion, than if we ſhould 


> | always be calling on his name. 


1 , | No Enthuſiaſt in the world can pray 
| | | o/ways, in the ſtrict, literal ſenſe of the 
1 words; therefore, by praying always, 
. is önly mèant that we ought to make 
— | prayer our conſtant and daily practice; 
1 and that we ought never to neglect or 
| | incapacitate 


(35) 
« incapacitate ourſelves for that ſublime 
and delightful intercourſe, which we 


have the honour to hold with the So- 
vereign of Nature, 


Another expreſſion in the paſſage juſt 5 
referred to, deſerves alſo explanation 
--- I mean that of praying in the ſpirit. 

| By praying in the ſpirit, or, with the | } 
ſpirit, as it might be as well tranſlated, 4 
is meant that fincerity and attention | 
which ought always to accompany this q 
duty. A prayer is not barely to be re- | 
peated, but to be offered up. We | 
muſt raiſe our hearts to the Deity, and 
keep them fixed on that ſupreme object, 
with ſuch a pious reverence as becomes 


— 


dependent Creatures in the preſence of 
their Creator. \ 


— 
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It becomes us, indeed, to put up our 
Prayers rather with a compoſed affection, 
than with the exceſſes of paſſion; leſt 
we ſpeak unadviſedly to the Father of Wiſ- 
dom, and offer the ſacrifice of Fools. 


To avoid any impropriety of this 
kind, a well-compoſed form of prayer 
is preferable to all extemporary effu- 
ſions. 


No argument can be brought from 
the church of Corinth in &. Paul's 
time, to ſhew that it ought to be 
conducted in the ſame manner now. 
For then they really prayed by In- 
ſpiration; now that Inſpiration no 
longer ſubfiſts—Surely a congregation 
may better join in a form of prayer, 
which they know to be a good 


one; 
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one; than in a ſuddenly conceived 
effuſion, which, for ought they know, 
may, in the next expreſſion, be 
blaſphemous, or, at leaſt, abſurd. 


Adieu ! my dear and amiable friend 
— May that Power, to whom your 
Piety will always be acceptable, lead 
| you along the paths of Truth and 
Reaſon, to his Immortal Light ! 
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